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Santa Rosa attorney John O’Brien to receive 2010 Keegan Leadership Award; 

former ambassador to Afghanistan Ted Eliot, Jr. to give May 21 keynote address

(Rohnert Park, CA) – Former Ambassador to Afghanistan Ted Eliot, Jr., will deliver the keynote speech and longtime Santa Rosa attorney and community service volunteer John O’Brien will be honored with the 2010 Leadership Award on May 21 during the 15th annual James B. and Billie Keegan Leadership luncheon, hosted by the Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital Foundation.
Part of the James B. and Billie Keegan Leadership Series, the presentation May 21 at the Doubletree Hotel in Rohnert Park seeks to inspire others to serve our community as James and Billie Keegan so generously did for more than 50 years. This annual spring luncheon brings education and information to Sonoma County through local and national public speakers. Each year, outstanding community leaders are recognized who exemplify James and Billie Keegan’s philosophy of “giving back” to the community.  Funds raised benefit the James B. & Billie Keegan Palliative Care Center at Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital.  
Leadership Award honorees in recent years have included prominent community leaders such as Bill Friedman (2009), Bill and M-L Reinking (2008), Al Maggini (2007) and Daniel and Suzanne Lanahan (2006).


The James B. & Billie Keegan Palliative Care Center is a unique inpatient service that provides compassionate and comprehensive care to patients and their families facing advanced stages of illness. Available 24 hours a day, Palliative Care Services at Memorial Hospital are provided by specially trained nurses and clinicians. Palliative care embodies many of the principles of hospice care. It often alleviates and provides multi-disciplinary support during the pain and physical effects, along with emotional and psychological challenges, which may accompany a life-ending illness.  

Individual tickets for the May 21 reception and luncheon, to be held from 11:00 a.m. to 2 p.m., are $75 each. Tables of 10 may be purchased for $2,500. Please contact Event Coordinator Katie Gozzarino at 707-547-4680 or e-mail Katie.Gozzarino@stjoe.org by May 7, 2010.
About John O’Brien, 2010 Leadership Award Recipient:  An attorney and partner at O’Brien Watters & Davis, LLP, John O’Brien has a long history of community service and non-profit leadership in Sonoma County. 
John started caring for others as a young boy with activities including food drives and painting homes for low-income people, visiting nursing homes and becoming a big brother to orphans. These early efforts, inspired by his Jesuit education, created a habit of active caring and sharing.

John leads by example. He holds the individual record for fundraising for the Human Race with almost $300,000 raised for the American Cancer Society. For the last 35 years he has given his leadership, legal and fundraising skills to many, including Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital, Community Foundation Sonoma County, Santa Rosa Junior College, and the Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce. For John, sharing time, talents and funds with people in need in the community is an essential part of living a full life, and this philosophy is an integral part of his law firm’s mission statement.

John has been married to Cheryl for 42 years, and they have three delightful daughters, Kerri, Laurie and Shauna, two great sons-in-law, Rich and Sal, and two beautiful grandchildren. He was born and educated in Omaha, Nebraska, attending Creighton Prep and Creighton University. After receiving his law degree from Hastings College of Law, University of California, he served as a Captain in the Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps. In 1975 he came to Santa Rosa to practice law, and in 1982 started O’Brien Watters & Davis, LLP.

About Ted Eliot, Jr., Keynote Speaker: Theodore L. Eliot, Jr. is a 30-year veteran of the United States
Foreign Service, serving overseas in Sri Lanka, Germany, the former Soviet Union, Iran and, from 1973 to 1978 as Ambassador to Afghanistan. 
In Washington, he served in the State Department as Country Director for Iran, Executive Secretary and Inspector General. Following his retirement from the Foreign Service, Ambassador Eliot was Dean of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University and Director of the Center for Asian Pacific Affairs at The Asia Foundation in San Francisco, where he is currently a trustee. He is also currently a member of the Board of the Community Foundation Sonoma County. 
Since moving to Sonoma County in 1988, he has been especially active in conservation matters, serving on the advisory committee of the Open Space District for 15 years and co-chairing the Measure F campaign of 2006 which reauthorized the sales tax that supports the District. He also co-chaired the successful 2008 campaign for

a bond measure for the Sonoma Valley Hospital. An ardent birder, he has served on the boards of PRBO Conservation Action and the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. He has been on three corporate boards. 
Ambassador Eliot has BA and MPA degrees from Harvard. He and his wife live near Sonoma, Calif., and have 4 married children and 9 grandchildren.

# # #

St. Joseph Health System – Sonoma County (SJHS-SC) is an integrated healthcare delivery organization sponsored by the St. Joseph Health Ministry. Its mission is to extend the healing ministry of Jesus Christ in the tradition of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange by improving the health and quality of life of the communities it serves. Entities include Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital, Petaluma Valley Hospital, Memorial Hospice, Hospice of Petaluma, St. Joseph Urgent Care Centers, and St. Joseph Home Care Network. SJHS-SC’s 2,384 employees offer residents of the Redwood Empire a spectrum of healthcare services. These include general acute care hospital services, trauma services, urgent care services, health prevention and promotion, outpatient behavioral health care, palliative care, rehabilitation, home care, and community benefit programs that improve the health of our communities and the quality of life in Sonoma County.







